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February 13, 2020 
 

 

Dear Parents and Students, 
 

Summer vacation is approaching!  It is important to remember that students need to practice academic skills during these 

months.  Due to the lengthy summer break, many students lose momentum with their academic progress and fail to 

maintain a healthy academic lifestyle.  As a part of your child’s requirements for ninth grade honors English, students are 

required to participate in summer reading assignments to promote continued academic practice.  

 

This summer assignment is not something that can be put off until the end of the summer, so get started as soon as 

possible. Students should remember they are making a commitment as an honors student to complete their work to the 

best of their ability. We expect honors level work, so please plan your time accordingly. Please note that failure to 

complete this summer reading requirement on time will result in a zero for a test grade. Students unwilling to complete the 

summer work should seriously reconsider their decision to take honors ELA.  

 

The honors program at ECHS is rigorous and exists to provide students with a greater academic challenge and increased 

opportunities for independent learning and critical thinking. The ninth grade honors classes begin to prepare students for 

the AP classes they will take later in high school and aid students in beginning to prepare for the level of expectation and 

rigor they will experience once in college.  

 

This summer, your child will be required to read The Book Thief and complete a close reading and analysis assignment for 

a test grade. The assignment will be submitted through Google Classroom prior to the first day of school.  Attached are 

the specific instructions for this assignment and the rubric that will be used to assess your child’s work. These are also 

available in Google Classroom. Additionally, there is a template provided in Google Classroom that will assist your child 

in completing the assignment. We recommend that your child obtain his/her own personal copy of the book as we will be 

utilizing the book the first few weeks of school.  

 

If you have any questions you may e-mail Danna Jones at djones@effingham.k12.ga.us or  Pamela Richards at 

pjrichards@effingham.k12.ga.us. You may contact the school directly by dialing (912)754-6404.  

We look forward to teaching your child during the 2020-2021 school year! 

 

                                                                                               Sincerely, 

                                                                                  ECHS 9th Grade Honors English Teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: 
 

1. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

ISBN: 9780375842207 
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9th Grade Honors ELA Summer Reading Instructions 
 
Reminders:  

 

1. You will submit the assignment through Google Classroom PRIOR to the first day of school. To 

access Classroom, go to classroom.google.com and type in the code o1pzj2z. Join EARLY in 

the summer so you have plenty of time to familiarize yourself with Classroom and plenty of time 

to seek help if you need it.  

 

2. As you read the novel, use sticky notes to mark quotes which demonstrate the power and 

influence of words throughout the novel. These quotes may represent major turning points or 

epiphanies for characters and/or challenge you to think differently about yourself, society, or the 

story being shared. You should have a minimum of 10 quotes selected throughout the novel, but 

the more you mark, the better prepared you will be for the novel activities the first week of 

school. 

 

3. Use the template provided in Google Classroom for each part of the assignment: 1 inch margins, 

double spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt Font. Clearly label each part of the assignment. It 

should be neat and professional. Be sure to cite your evidence using MLA format. Example: 

(Zusak 19) If you need help with formatting in-text citations for MLA, visit this website 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/m

la_in_text_citations_the_basics.html?ref=driverlayer.com 

 

4. The assignment must be submitted PRIOR to the first day of school and is worth one test grade.  

 

5. NO EXCEPTIONS. NO EXTENSIONS. If you do not have this assignment submitted through 

Classroom prior to the first day of school, your first test grade will be a zero.  

 

6. Additionally, you will participate in class discussions over the novel for which you will receive a 

grade. You will also create an infographic for an assigned part of the novel the first week of 

school, so failure to complete this assignment will have a far reaching impact beyond the first 

day of school.  

 

7. If you have any questions or need any clarification for this assignment, you need to contact Mrs. 

Jones or Mrs. Richards early in the summer. Waiting until the last minute to ask questions or 

seek help will not result in being granted an extension on the due date.  
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Part 1: Main Characters- The narrator of the story states, “I’m always finding humans at their best and worst. 

I see their ugly and their beauty, and I wonder how the same thing can be both” (Zusak 491). Identify and 

describe (in your own words) the three most important characters in the novel.  Each description should be a 

solid paragraph that demonstrates a deep and unique understanding of the characters, their personalities, and 

their roles in the novel. Include what makes each ugly and beautiful at the same time. What are major turning 

points for each character? 

 

 

Part II: Discussion Questions – Answer each prompt in complete sentences. Each answer should be a 

substantial paragraph that demonstrates a clear answer to the questions with cited textual evidence for support. 

Answers should communicate depth of thought and a clear understanding of the novel. Each prompt should be 

answered holistically with consideration for each part, not as separate individual questions. 

 

1. What was the author’s purpose behind choosing Death as a narrator? Is this a trustworthy narrator? How 

does Death see things that a human narrator might not? What is his perspective on humanity, on life? 

2. In the novel, the narrator, Death, sees the world, people, and events in colors. What are the colors in the 

story and how are they used in the novel to convey Death’s perspective?  

3. Analyze Liesel’s friendship with Rudy. Death says that Rudy doesn’t offer his friendship “for free” 

(Zusak 51). What does Rudy want from Liesel? Does she feel about him in the way he feels about her? 

Why or why not? What does she learn about herself through her relationship with him? 

4. Compare and contrast the lives of Liesel and Max Vandenburg. How does Max’s life give Liesel 

purpose? How does Liesel impact Max? 

5. Hans Junior, a nazi soldier, calls his dad a coward because he doesn’t belong to the Nazi Party. Consider 

the Hubermann household. Is Hans Hubermann a courageous man? How does he show courage or lack 

of courage? Do his actions create a home which is a refuge or a battleground? Support your choices. 

6. What choices do characters make about groups they will belong to? What groups do they belong to 

without choice? What are the consequences? How do we face similar challenges in today’s society? 

How does these choices impact modern relationships? 

7. What is the significance of the titles of the books Liesel steals? What do these titles tell you about Liesel 

and the time period?   

8. Name some acts of resistance in the book, from large to small. What does the author intend to 

communicate with the inclusion of these acts? What are some acts of resistance we see in our country 

today? 

9. In wartime, conventional notions or ideas of morality and legality are continually tested. Discuss the 

ways the actions of characters complicates or challenges our ideas of justice and judgement, of 

innocence and guilt. What is the irony of Liesel’s role as a thief? 

10. Who has power in the book? How does Liesel gain power, and how does Max? Toward the end of the 

novel Liesel remarks to herself that words give power. How so? What impact does Liesel’s attempt to 

write have on her survival? Discuss the meaning of Max painting over Mein Kampf. What is he able to 

express by doing this and by drawing over it, that he cannot convey in person? 

11. How does Liesel grow into a good and generous person despite all the suffering around her? 

12. After reading the novel, what do you think the author wants his readers to understand and take with 

them beyond the actual story? In other words, why did Zusak write The Book Thief, and what is his 

theme or the universal meaning of the text?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Part III: Personal Bookography   

What stories, what words have given you power? Using the template, create a Personal Bookography of the five 

most influential books in your life. Include a picture of the cover, a meaningful quote, and a reflection of the 

book’s impact on you. 1 to 2 books should be from your pre-school years; 1 to 2 books should be from 

elementary school; and 1 to 2 books should be from middle school.  

 

An example has been provided for you: 

 

 

Book Reflection 

 

 

“True friends are always together in spirit.” 

 

Middle school is difficult, especially when you 

have to move frequently because of your dad’s job. 

It seemed like as soon as I would make a friend, it 

would be time to move again. Anne of Green 

Gables bridged the gap for me. Not only did Anne 

remind me about the nature of true friendship, she 

was the friend I needed during transition times. I 

never felt lonely reading about her adventures, or 

better yet, misadventures. Her life was not perfect, 

but she always had such contagious optimism that I 

could not help but have a positive attitude about 

even the most heartbreaking moves to new states. I 

can definitely say she helped me survive one of the 

most awkward times of my life! And she always 

reminded me that I never lost any true friends, I just 

gained more. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Name: _________________________________________ 

                          

 

  9th ELA Summer Reading Assignment Rubric 

2020-2021 
 

***Read carefully over the rubric to see how your work will be evaluated. Please bring this rubric with you 

to turn in on the first day of school. As a reminder, your assignment should be submitted in Google 

Classroom PRIOR to the first day of school.*** 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Grade: 
 
 
___________/ 100  
 

Part 1: Main Characters 
 

Exemplary 

(5 Points) 

Proficient 

(3 Points) 

Developing 

(1 Point) 

Description demonstrates a 

deep and unique 

understanding of the 

character, his/her 

personality, and his/her role 

in the novel.  

 

Description is a solid 

paragraph that demonstrates 

critical thinking and effort 

on behalf of the student 

 

No spelling or grammatical 

errors are present 

 

Description mostly 

demonstrates a deep and 

unique understanding of the 

character, his/her personality, 

and his/her role in the novel.  

 

Description is a paragraph that 

mostly demonstrates critical 

thinking and effort on behalf 

of the student 

 

 A few spelling or 

grammatical errors are present 

 

Description somewhat 

demonstrates a deep and 

unique understanding of the 

character, his/her personality, 

and his/her role in the novel  

 

Description somewhat 

demonstrates critical thinking 

and effort on behalf of the 

student 

 

Many spelling or grammatical 

errors are present 

 

 

Points Earned out of 15: ________________  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 2: Discussion Questions 

 

Exemplary 

(5 points) 

Proficient 

(4 points) 

Developing 

(3 points) 

Answer is written in complete 

sentences 

 

Answer is substantial paragraph 

that demonstrates a clear answer to 

the questions 

 

Textual evidence is cited for 

support 

 

Answer communicates depth of 

thought and a clear understanding 

of the novel 

 

There are no spelling or 

grammatical errors  

Answer is written in complete 

sentences 

 

Answer is a paragraph that somewhat 

demonstrates a clear answer to the 

questions 

 

Textual evidence is inconsistently 

cited for support 

 

Answer somewhat communicates 

depth of thought and a clear 

understanding of the novel 

 

There are some spelling or 

grammatical errors 

Answer is not written in complete 

sentences 

 

Answer is not a substantial 

paragraph and does not 

demonstrate a clear answer to the 

questions 

 

Textual evidence is not cited for 

support 

 

Answer does not communicate 

depth of thought and a clear 

understanding of the novel 

 

There are multiple spelling or 

grammatical errors 

 

Question 1 ________________                                          Question 7 ________________                                           

 

Question 2 ________________                                          Question 8 ________________                                           

 

Question 3 ________________                                          Question 9 ________________                                           

 

Question 4 ________________                                          Question 10 ________________                                           

 

Question 5 ________________                                          Question 11 ________________                                           

 

Question 6 ________________                                          Question 12 ________________                                           

 

Total points earned out of 60: _____________________________ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Part 3: Personal Bookography 

 
Exemplary 

(5 points) 

Proficient 

(3 points) 

Developing 

(1 point) 

Picture of book cover included 

 

Meaningful quote included 

 

Meaningful and substantial 

reflection of the book’s impact 

included  

Picture and/or quote are not included 

 

Reflection of book’s impact is not 

through, meaningful, or substantial   

Picture of cover is not included 

 

Meaningful quote is not included 

 

Reflection of the book’s impact is 

not included  

 

Book  1 ________________                                           

 

Book  2 ________________                                           

 

Book  3 ________________           

                                 

Book  4 ________________                                           

 

Book  5 ________________                                           

 

Total points earned out of 25: _____________________________ 


